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James Eads How
b. 1874, St. Louis, MO
d. 1930, Staunton, VA

James’s passport photo, 1921, around 
age 47. Courtesy of Dave Miller.



The Silverest of Spoons…

James Buchanan Eads, 
grandfather

Martha Dillon Nash, 
grandmother, with 
young Eliza Ann Eads 
(right), motherJames Flintham How, 

father



“Master of the Mighty Mississipp, 
James B. Eads,” by Dan Zettwoch. 
Displayed at Eads Hall on 
Washington University’s campus.



Silver spoon… spit out

Profile in the New-York 
Tribune, 03 Sept., 1899.



James B. Eads Mansion, Compton Hill, ca. 1880

Courtesy of Missouri Historical 
Society



1905: Birth of the “Millionaire Hobo” and International 
Brotherhood Welfare Association (IBWA)



Why Hoboes? The Eads-How Financial Marriage



Why Hoboes? The Birth and Political Significance of the 
Hobo/“Tramp”

“The strikers further resolved that they 
wanted no interference from ‘irresponsible 
parties such as tramps and roughs’…”
—quoted in Philip Foner, The Great Labor 
Uprising of 1877, 1977, p. 114



The “Hobo College” Network

Courtesy of Chicago Historical 
Society

“We’ve got to organize 
these men. But first we’ve 
got to educate them. Most 
of them have minds like 
children, and they don’t 
know what organization 
means.” —James Eads How



“‘Hobo College’ Here Planned by 
J.E. How.” St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 4 
Jan. 1920

Hobo News, vol. 4, 
no. 1, April 1918



Editing Underground Literary History: The Hobo News





“If a gink gets arrested and 
sentenced to time in the Cally if he 
has a few dollars or a good Benny, 
they give him every opportunity to 
get away from the working gang, so 
they can appropriate his money or 
clothes.” —Bill Quirke, 1918



How’s Personal Voice
“In this time of transition—of war across 
the water and labor travail here—men’s 
hearts are tender. Something like a new 
vision comes to them. They get, here 
and there, a glimpse of the hideousness 
of this Commercialism into which the 
world is plunged. And they see its 
fruitage in Destitution, Unemployment, 
and War.

It is an especially good time for our 
Brotherhood teaching and propaganda 
against Commercialism, Unemployment 
and War, and in favor of Co-operation, 
Brotherhood and Peace.” Hobo News, 
vol. 1, no. 4, July 1915, p. 2.



All issues of Hobo News courtesy of St. 
Louis Public Library.
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